
On June 3rd & 4th,  2011 the Trust sponsored two     

significant events correlated with the Battle of Black 

Jack.  On the evening of June 3rd, a group of 45 history 

lovers participated in a lamplight battlefield tour.  Stops 

on the tour included the Missouri militia camp of Henry 

C. Pate; the free-state camp of John Brown; a short talk 

by Mahala Doyle whoôs family was victimized at the     

Pottawatomie Massacre;  which concluded with a talk 

by John Brown.  The following day, three reenactments of the battle were staged,       

complete with horses, wagons, and a number of reenactors. In addition, artisans were 

on hand demonstrating their skills and crafts.  Although these events prove to be very 

entertaining, our mission is to educate the public about the significance of the Battle of 

Black Jack and itôs place in American History. 

The Trust is proud to announce that for the second time we 

have been selected to receive a major gift from Cans for 

the Community, a local organization that collects         

thousands of aluminum cans and donates the proceeds to 

area charities.  

The presentation of the check was made by Linda Klinker  

and other CC board members at the July meeting of  

the Trust.  We are extremely grateful to Cans for the            

Communityôs recognition and support of the work of the 

Trust. 
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 Pearson Park purchased 

The ownership of  Pearson Park, a small park adjacent to the battlefield, has been 

transferred  from Douglas County to the Trust for the price of one dollar.  The 

transaction was worked out by board president Carol von Tersch and Douglas 

County Administrator Craig Weinaug.  A chain link fence surrounding the park has 

been removed,  thus eliminating an unsightly and confusing obstacle to the battle-

field.  The Trust now assumes the responsibility for maintaining the area, which 

includes a shelter, picnic tables, a barbeque pit, and signage telling about the battle.  

President, Carol von Tersch 

accepts the check from Cans 

for the Community 
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Great Honor! 

We are pleased to report that an Endowment Fund has been established with the 

Douglas County Community Foundation.  While your membership and other      

contributions to the Trust provide operating funds and improvements at the site,  

contributions to the Endowment Fund help secure the future for Black Jack.  When 

the Endowment is fully funded the primary purpose of the Endowment shall be to 

provide charitable grants to support the activities of the Black Jack Battlefield Trust. 

The Douglas County Community Foundation assists potential donors with their   

estate planning by providing information about various non-profits.  They help 

match donors with  their particular areas of philanthropic interest. 

If you would like to leave a lasting legacy for our nationôs children and            

grandchildren, please consider the Black Jack Battlefield Endowment with the 

Douglas County Community Foundation.                                                                 

The Foundation may be reached at: 785-843-8727. 

Come out and  stroll through 
woodland, prairie, and other  

habitats and enjoy the sights and 

sounds of the great outdoors! 

Black Jack begins Endowment Fund with the Douglas County Community Foundation  

Thanks to the efforts of board members Stan 

Roth, Karl Gridley and others, an extensive  

system of nature trails encompassing various 

types of habitats has been established at the site.   

The Trust is also grateful to the Westar Green 

Team for building the bridges which have  

significantly enhanced the trail.   
 

Nature Trails Open - Thank you 

Westar Energy Green Team! 

Stan Roth, Black Jack Board Member and a 40-year veteran high school biology 

teacher in the Lawrence Public Schools, was inducted into the Kansas Teachersô 

Hall of Fame in Dodge City, KS on June 4, 2011.  He was selected because of his 

outstanding  teaching, positive interactions with students and parents, and other 

qualities that set him apart. Among these qualities is a long-standing career of     

continuing involvement in community activities.   
 

Black Jack Battlefield 

& Nature Park  

 

 

 
Location: 

163 E 2000 Road 

Wellsville, KS 66092 

 

Mailing address: 

PO Box 44 

Baldwin City, KS 66006 

 

Phone: 785.883.2106 

 
www.blackjackbattlefield.org 
info@blackjackbattlefield.org 
 
Open dawn till dusk  year 
around for self-guided tours. 
 

Guided tours given each  
Saturday & Sunday from May 
until October 
 
Donations are greatly  
appreciated to help  defray our 
operating expenses. 
 

Visit our website to donate 
online or mail your check to the 
mailing address above. 

In retirement, Stan continues to share his knowledge and 

appreciation of what natural Kansas has to offer. He was 

instrumental in laying out the nature trails and continues 

to help with their maintenance.  In addition, he worked 

with  the Westar Green Team  to get new bridges built 

over the creek, and he continues to take advantage of 

every opportunity to allow Black Jack visitors to 

heighten their interaction with nature.   
Congratulations on a well 

deserved honor, Stan! 


